A History graduate of both the University of Adelaide and Flinders University, the author currently teaches in the discipline of Public Health. The focus of Raftery's research, publications and her teaching have been in the area of public health history and policy and, more specifically, the consequences of colonial and post-colonial history on the health and well-being of indigenous South Australians as well as the continuing legacy of those policies over time. Her extensive teaching experience in this field demonstrates a real inadequacy of contextual material in order to give her (mostly non-indigenous) students a better understanding of the impact of historical processes on indigenous health.
There are few publications that come anywhere near covering the same ground as Australia and Queensland 1900-1940 . A more general overview of public health in Australia, supplanting Douglas Gordon's Health, Sickness and Society (1976) and JHL Cumpston's Health and Disease in Australia (1928 and 1989) , is a major work in two volumes by Milton Lewis titled, The People 's Health. Vol. 1: Public health in Australia, 1788 -1950 Vol. 11: Public health in Australia, 1950 The first chapter covers the period from 1836-1858, in which the early colonial government appears oblivious to indigenous attachment to both land and kin. As the land surveys are completed and settlement spreads further from Adelaide, there is increasing displacement of the original population. Within one generation Aboriginal health and survival were 'put at grave risk' by a government which had initially promised them 'protection, justice and advancement' and then essentially abandoned responsibility for the rapidly decreasing indigenous inhabitants. The chapter ends with the implementation of self-government in South Australia.
The Missionary and Protector period, from 1858-1911, explores some of the major activities, 'often intertwined and symbiotic' of the missions and government in South Australia, where concern for Aborigines varied between neglect and apathy on one hand to a degree of compassion and a sense of duty towards 'a hapless race, who, although assumed to be dying out, nevertheless deserved to be offered the benefits of Christianity and 'civilisation'. By this time, the Aboriginal people were considered by most colonists to be intruders in their own land, particularly in the towns, and they became increasingly dependent on the government's practise of distributing rations at various depots around the state. This also proved to be an effective method of controlling and restraining their movements and activities and severely undermined their capacity to live healthy, independent and productive lives by engaging in mainstream society, thus reinforcing their status as 'separate' and 'other' and, therefore, not part of the public. Until then, she concludes, there is little chance of Aboriginal Australians, in general, experiencing better health outcomes.
Apart from a few irregularities with the footnotes and bibliography, this book is very well written and fills a large void in the sphere of indigenous public health and history.
Not Part of the Public contains a wealth of information on the evolution of South
